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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 

PCT 

JEAN- LUC HOFFMANN et al 

Serial No.: none assigned 

(PCT/FR98/00965) 

Filed: Concurrently Herewith 

For- METHOD FOR MAKING ALUMINIUM ALLOY STRIPS BY 
CONTINUOUS THIN GAUGE TWIN-ROLL CASTING 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 2 0231 

Sir: 

Before calculation of the filing fee, please amend 
the above -identified patent application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Page 18, line 1, change "Claims" to --WHAT IS 

CLAIMED IS:--. 

Claim 4, line 1, change "any of claims 1 to 3" to 

--claim 1--. 

Claim 7, change "either of claims 5 or 6" to 



Claim 9, line 1, change "any of claims 5 to 8" to 
--claim 5 - - . 

Claim 11, line 1, change "any of claims 5 to 10" to 
- -claim 5- - . 

Claim 13, line 1, change "any of claims 5 to 12" to 
--claim 5- - . 

Claim 14, line 1, change "any of claims 5 to 13" to 
--claim 5- - . 

Claim 15, lines 1-2, change "any of claims 5 to 14" 

to --claim 5- - . 

Claim 16, line 2, change "any of claims 5 to 15" to 

--claim 5-- . 

Claim 18, lines 2-3, change "any of claims 5 to 17" 

to --claim 5-- . 

Claim 19, lines 1-2, change "any of claims 5 to 17" 

to --claim 5-- . 

REMARKS 

The claims have been amended to delete all multiple 
dependencies . 

^spectfully submitted, 

— - 

*Ira J. Schultz 
Registration No. 28666 
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METHOD FOR MAKING ALUMINIUM ALLOY STRIPS BY CON TINUOUS 
THIN GAUGE TWIN-ROLL CASTING 



Techni cal f i eld 

The invention concerns a method for making aluminium 
alloy strips with low magnesium and copper content, 
especially AlFeSi and AIMn alloys, by continuous thin 
gauge twin-roll casting (< 5 mm) . It also relates to 
5 strips of said alloys cast by thin gauge twin-roll 
casting, and optionally cold rolled, having high 
mechanical resistance, good formability and good 
anisotropy . 

State of the art 

10 To obtain high mechanical resistance with aluminium 
alloys not requiring subsequent structural hardening, 
recourse is generally made to the addition of 
magnesium, as for the alloys of the 5000 series as per 
the Aluminium Association nomenclature. Aside from the 

15 fact that the casting of these alloys, in particular 
their continuous casting, is fairly demanding, there 
are applications for which the presence of magnesium in 
substantial quantities is unacceptable. This is the 
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case for example with sheets intended for enamelled 
cooking utensils, in which magnesium has an adverse 
affect on the adherence of the enamel layer, or for 
strips intended for manufacturing heat exchanger blades 
5 brazed with a fluoride flux, since the magnesium 
diffuses on the surface and reacts with the flux. On 
this account, for these applications use is made of the 
AlFeSi alloys in the 1000 series, AlMn alloys in the 
3000 series or AlSiFe alloys in the 4000 series whose 

10 mechanical resistance is distinctly lower. The article 
by M. DELEUZE and D. MARCH I VE on the new wrought alloys 
u Les nouveaux alliages de corroyage 4006 et 4007" Revue 
de l r Aluminium, June 1980, pp. 289-292, clearly 
demonstrates the demands of the cooking utensil market 

15 placed upon aluminium alloy strip manufacturers. 

These alloy strips are usually produced by 
vertical semi-continuous casting of plates, hot 
rolling, cold rolling and soft annealing. After 
enamelling, involving annealing at a temperature in the 
20 region of 550°C, or after PFTE coating submitted to 
polymerization at around 450°C, the sheets of 4006 and 
4007 alloys have a yield strength R 0 . 2 of between 55 and 
8 0 MPa. 

It is also possible to make strips by continuous 
25 casting, in particular by twin-roll casting between two 
cooled steel cylinders. Continuous casting, inasmuch as 
the solidification conditions differ from the usual 
process, may lead to microstructures that are also 
quite different. US Patent 3989548 for example by 
30 Alcan, published in 1976 describes (example 9) 
aluminium alloys containing at least one of the 
elements Fe, Mn, Ni or Si cast in strips by continuous 
twin-roll casting to a thickness of 7 mm. The structure 
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of the cast strip contains rod-like fragile 
intermetallic - compounds with a diameter of between 0.1 
and 1.5 pm, which cold rolling with a reduction of at 
least 60 % breaks down into fine particles less than 3 
5 |im in size. The strips obtained offer a good 
compromise between mechanical resistance and 
formability, but these properties only become of real 
interest in fairly high content alloys for example 
AlFeMn alloys with Fe >1.4 % and Mn > 0.6 %, or AlFeNi 
10 alloys with Fe >1.2 % and Ni >1 . 1 %. 

Patent FR 2429844 (=GB 2024870) by Norsk Hydro 
describes a continuous casting method for producing 
alloy strips of AIMn, AlMg, AlMgSi or AlMgMn offering 
both good mechanical resistance and good ductility, to 
15 which less than 0.5 % of anti-recrystallizing agents 
are added (Zr, Nb, Ta, Hf, Ni, Cr, Ti, V or W) . 

Patent US 5380379 by Alcoa concerns the 
manufacture by continuous twin-roll casting of fairly 
high content alloy foil with 1.35 to 1.6 % iron, 0.3 to 
2 0 0. 6 % manganese, 0.1 to 0.4 % copper, and less than 
0.2 % silicon. The silicon content is limited by the 
onset of intermetallic phases of AlFeSi or AlMnSi type 
while the presence of copper is necessary to impart 
sufficient mechanical resistance to the product. 

25 Conversely, patent application WO 96/27031 by 

Alcan concerns alloys with lower alloying content 
containing 0.40 to 0.70 % iron, 0.10 to 0.30 % 
manganese, 0.10 to 0.25 % copper and less than 0.10 % 
silicon, obtained by continuous casting of strips 

30 having a thickness of less than 25 mm, whose properties 
are close to those of alloy 3003. After cold rolling 
and annealing at between 350 and 400°C, the alloy at 
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temper "0" (according to norm NF EN 515) shows a grain 
size of less than 70 microns and properties very close 
to those of alloy 3003 produced using a usual 
processing range. This kind of composition may prove to 
5' • be restrictive for some applications in which lesser 
content alloys are used such as 1050 or copper-free 
alloys . 

Patent EP 0039211 by Alcan describes a continuous 
casting manufacturing process to a thickness of between 

10 3 and 25 mm of AIMn alloy strips containing 1.3 to 
2.3 % manganese, and possibly less than 0.5 % iron, 
magnesium or copper, less than 2 % zinc and less than 
0.3 % silicon. The processing range described is fairly 
complex since it comprises homogenisation to 

15 precipitate at least one half of the manganese in 
intermetallic form, cold rolling with a reduction of at 
least 30 % and one or more intermediate annealing 
operations. The strips obtained show mechanical 
characteristics which lead to a product A x R 0 . 2 / A 

20 being elongation in % and R 0 .2 being the yield strength 
at 0.2 % in MPa, whose value is no more than 2100. 

Patent EP 0304284 by Alcan describes an alloy 
with high thermal stability containing from 1.5 to 
2.5 % manganese, 0.4 to 1.2 % chromium, 0.4 to 0.8 % 

25 zirconium and up to 2 % magnesium, and its production 
by continuous casting of strips having a thickness of 
less than 4 mm. The very unusual chromium and zirconium 
contents, especially when combined with an addition of 
magnesium, lead to high mechanical resistance but to 

30 the detriment of elongation which remains less than 
10 %, making these alloys unfit, even in the absence of 
magnesium, for the production of cooking utensils for 
example. 
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The continuous casting of aluminium alloy strips 
between cooled cylinders has been known for many years. 
For a moderate investment cost it can be used to 
produce a fairly wide range of alloy strips which do 
not require subsequent hot rolling. In recent years, 
considerable progress has been made by manufacturers of 
casting machines to reduce the thickness of the cast 
strip, which can in some cases be reduced to 
approximately 1 mm, thereby reducing the amount of 
cold rolling needed and can even do away with the 
latter for final gauges of > 1 mm provided that the 
quality of the cast strip is sufficient for intended 
applications. This progress has been the subject of 
several papers at technical meetings for example 

M. CORTES "Pechiney Jumbo 3 CM®. The new 
demands of thin strip casting" Light Metals TMS 1995, 
p. 1161. 

B. TARAGLIO, C. ROMANOWSKI "Thin gauge / High 
Speed roll casting technology for Foil Production" 
Light Metals TMS 1995, pp. 1165-1182. This article 
mentions a certain number of alloys which may be cast 
on the described machine, for example alloys 1050, 
1060, 1100, 1145, 1188, 1190, 1193, 1199, 1200, 1230, 
1235, 1345, 3003, 8010, 8011, 8111 and 8014. The 
article also indicates that the force of the roll-mill 
used for continuous twin-roll casting is 3000 t, which 
stresses the need to use high forces for thin gauge 
casting . 

Purpose of the invention 

The purpose of the invention is to obtain 
aluminium alloy strips with low Mg and Cu content 
which, at the as-cast state or at the cold rolled 
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state, offer mechanical resistance which is distinctly 
greater than that of similar strips having the same 
composition obtained by conventional casting or thick- 
gauge continuous casting, and which also have at least 
5 equivalent formability and anisotropy. A further 
purpose is to obtain aluminium alloy strips which 
recrystallize at a much higher temperature than the 
recrystalization temperature of the same alloys 
obtained by conventional casting, in particular to 
10 obtain alloys which do not recrystallize at the usual 
enamelling or PTFE polymerisation temperature for 
cooking utensils. 

Subject of the invention 

The subject of the invention is a method for 

15 producing aluminium alloy strips containing (by weight) 
at least one of elements Fe (from 0.15 to 1.5 %) or Mn 
(from 0.35 to 1.9 %) with Fe + Mn < 2.5 %, and 
optionally containing Si (< 0.8 %), Mg (< 0.2 % 
preferably < 0.05 %), Cu (< 0.2 % preferably < 0.1 %), 

20 Cr (< 0.2 % preferably < 0.02 %) or Zn (< 0.2 % 
preferably < 0.1 %) , the other elements being < 0.1 % 
each and 0.3 % in all, by continuous casting between 
cooled shrinked cylinders, to a thickness of between 1 
and 5 mm, optionally followed by cold rolling, the 

25 force applied to the casting rolls expressed in t per 
metre of strip width being less than 300 + 2000/e, e 
being the thickness of the strip expressed in mm.. 
Casting is preferably made with an arc of contact of 
less than 60 mm with slowed down heat exchange such 

30 that the temperature of the cylinder bands remains at a 
temperature above 80°C, preferably above 130°C. 
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A further subject of the invention is aluminium 
alloy strips having the above composition and a gauge 
of between 1 and 5 mm, obtained by continuous twin-roll 
casting which, at as-cast state, have a product R 0 . 2 x A 
5 of > 2500 (preferably > 3000), R 0 . 2 being the yield 
strength at 0.2 % of the strip expressed in MPa and A 
the elongation expressed as %. The strips have a yield 
strength R 0 . 2 of more than 80 MPa, their elongation A is 
greater than 20 % and their earing ratio is less than 
10 7, preferably less than 5. 

Finally another subject of the invention is an 
AlMn alloy strip that comes under the preceding 
composition (Mn > 0.35 %) such that the sum of the Fe + 
Mn contents lies between 1.4 and 2.5 % (preferably 
15 between 1.5 and 2 %) twin-roll cast to a thickness of 

< 5 mm and optionally cold rolled, which after 
enamelling or PTFE coating has a yield strength of > 80 
MPa preferably > 100 MPa. 

Description of the invention 

20 The invention is based on the finding that a 

particular adjustment of the parameters for continuous 
thin gauge twin-roll casting can, for alloys without 
heat treatment and without the addition of magnesium or 
copper, achieve a set of fully surprising mechanical 

25 characteristics at the cast or cold rolled state, in 
particular a much higher yield strength than that of 
strips having the same composition cast in conventional 
manner or by continuous thick gauge casting or by 
continuous thin gauge casting under different 

30 conditions . 

The invention applies to aluminium alloys without 
heat treatment and virtually free of magnesium and 
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copper. They are mainly alloys with very low additional 
element content, such as 1050 but still containing at 
least 0.15 % iron, AlFeSi alloys possibly containing up 
to 1.5 % iron and 0.8 % silicon, such as alloys 1050, 
1100, 1200, 1235, 8006 (this latter also containing 
manganese), 8011 or 8079, and finally manganese alloys 
containing between 0.35 and 1.9 % Mn, such as alloy 
3003 . 

For alloys containing silicon, the possibility of- 
reaching a silicon content as high as 0. 8 % is an 
advantage compared with conventional casting and 
enables the recycling of some alloys, such as those 
used for brazed exchangers coated with an AISi alloy. 
However, beyond 0.8 %, the formation is observed of 
AlMnSI or AlFeSi primary phases which may hinder 
casting, in particular due to the risk of 
solidification in the injector. There is even a risk of 
the onset of primary phases for manganese alloys when 
Mn exceeds 1.9 % or when the sum Mn + Fe exceeds 2.5 %. 

The strips of the invention have an original 
microstructure. The average particle size of 
intermetallic iron, silicon or manganese phases is in 
the region of 0. 4 \m, and at least 90 % of these 
particles are less than 1 |im in size. This 
microstructure can be seen under electron scanning 
microscopy on a polished metal section. To determine 
particle size, digital analysis of micrographs is used 
to determine their surface area A, from which the size 
parameter d can be calculated using the formula d = 

2VA/71. 

The method for producing aluminium alloy strips 
according to the invention will be described with 
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reference to figure 1 which gives a longitudinal cross- 
section diagram of a continuous twin-roll casting 
machine. This machine comprises a liquid metal feed 
(1), an injector (2) which injects the liquid metal 
5 into the space between twin cooled rolls (3 and 4) . 
Each roll (3) and (4) comprises a cylinder body (3a) 
and (4a) with a cooling water circuit leading to its 
surface. The cylinder body is shrinked with a tubular 
shell (3b). and (4b) which ensures mechanical and heat 
10 contact with the metal and may be replaced when worn. 
Metal solidification is made between the rolls and a 
solid metal strip (5) emerges. By arc of contact is 
meant the distance d separating the injector outlet (2) 
and the plane of the roll axes (3) and (4) . 

15 The alloy is cast in a strip having a thickness 

of between 1 and 5 mm. The main condition to be heeded 
is to cast with relatively low separating force unlike 
the teaching of the prior art. This force expressed in 
tonnes per metre of cast strip width must remain below 

20 300 + 2000/e, e being the cast thickness measured in 
mm. Therefore for a cast thickness of 2.5 mm, the force 
must remain lower than 1100 t per metre of width. 

Other arrangements have a favourable influence on 
the mechanical characteristics of the cast strip. For 

25 example, contrary to expectation, it is preferable that 
the heat exchange between the metal undergoing 
solidification and the cylinder shells should not be 
too good. This leads to a high cylinder shell 
temperature, typically more than 80°C, preferably more 

30 than 130°C, and can be achieved with shells in metal 
having poor thermal conductivity (for example a 
molybdenum steel) and relatively thick (for example 
between 50 and 100 mm) . Another favourable arrangement, 
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which partly relates to the preceding arrangement, is 
to operate with a rather low arc of contact, less than 
60 mm, preferably less than 56 mm. This reduces the 
heat exchange between the metal and the cylinder shells 
and can be achieved by moving the injector close to the 
rolls and/or using relatively small rolls. 

These casting conditions impart upon the strip 
the above-described microstructure and achieve non- 
recrystallization of the alloy until it reaches a 
temperature in the region of 380 to 400 °C, which 
enables high mechanical resistance for example to be 
maintained after enamelling or PTFE coating treatment 
for cooking utensils produced from this strip. 

The mechanical resistance of the alloy strips of 
the invention, at the as-cast state, is distinctly 
greater than that of strips in the same alloy and of 
the same thickness obtained by conventional plate 
casting with hot and cold rolling, and even of strips 
made by continuous casting under different casting 
conditions. The yield strength, for all the alloys of 
the invention, is always higher than 80 MPa and most 
often more than 100 MPa, in particular for the 
manganese alloys. Good formability is also achieved 
with elongation that is always greater than 20 % (and 
30 % for Mn-free alloys such as 1050 or 1200) and above 
all there is particularly favourable compromise between 
yield strength and elongation measured by the product 
R 0 .2 x A (Ro.2 expressed in MPa and A in %) , this product 
being at all times more than 2500, and most frequently 
more than 3000. Good anisotropic properties are also 
obtained with an earing ratio that is always less than 
7, and most often less than 5. 
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The mechanical characteristics are measured in 
the length direction in accordance with standard EN 
10002. The earing ratio is measured in accordance with 
standard NF-EN 1669 with a stamping ratio of between 
1.8 and 1.95, preferably 1.92, and is expressed (as %) 
by the ratio 2 x (mean height of 4 ears - mean height 
of 4 troughs} / (mean height of 4 ears + mean height of 
4 troughs), the anisotropy of the this type of alloy 
generally being of 4 ear type at 45°. 

For manganese alloys with Mn + Fe > 1.4 %, after 
annealing up to 550 °C (for example enamelling and PTFE 
annealing) a yield strength of > 80 MPA is obtained 
most often > 100 MPa. 

After one or more cold rolling passes, the strips 
of the invention have a yield strength R 0 . 2 that is 
significantly much higher than that of strips produced 
by conventional casting and subjected to the same work 
hardening. The yield strength after work hardening is 
usually expressed by a work hardening law according to 
the formula : 

r 0>2 k s n where s=(2/V3)l n (initial 

thickness/final thickness) 

the initial thickness being the as-cast thickness for 
continuous strip casting, and the strip thickness at 
the last recrystallization annealing for strips 
produced by conventional casting from plates and hot 
rolled. For cold rolled strips of the invention with a 
reduction coefficient of no more than 60 %, that is to 
say for s values lying between 0 and 1, the k 
coefficient is always greater than 150, whereas it is 
less for strips produced by conventional casting, and n 
is lower than 0.20 (and most often than 0.15) whereas 
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it is greater than 0.20 for strips produced by 
conventional casting. 

This set of properties is particularly 
advantageous for the production of drawn cooking 
utensils for which it is necessary to use magnesium- 
free alloys. With this thin-gauge casting it is 
possible to use as-cast strips, which offer an 
advantageous cost price, and the heat treatments 
involved for enamelling and coating with anti-adhesive 
products such as polytetraf luorethylene (PTFE) do not 
lead to a loss in mechanical characteristics. These 
properties are also of interest for the production of 
fins for heat exchangers, in particular for radiators 
or motor vehicle air conditioning systems intended to 
be assembled with tubing by brazing with a non- 
corrosive flux. Here again the presence of magnesium is 
unacceptable and furnace brazing does not lead to any 
reduction in mechanical characteristics. Finally, they 
are also of interest for the production of varnished or 
lacquered products which need to undergo heat treatment 
for the coating. 

Examples 

Example 1 : influence of the separating force 

On a continuous twin-roll 3 CM casting machine made by 
Pechiney Aluminium Engineering, 5 alloys were cast 
whose chemical composition (by weight %) is given in 
table I : 



Table I 



Alloy 


Mn 


Fe 


Si 


Mg 


8006 


0.44 


1.29 


0.15 


0.028 


3003 


1.1 


0.40 


0.10 
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4- were taken of cast 
In each case, -"^"^ of strip 
th ic*ness, -gating *orce f 300 - 2000/e, and the 
spared with the 1^ ™1» ^ str ip 
me chanical characteristic y ield Strang at 0.2 • 

tensile strength B. ^ «™ ' ^ ea ring ration <•) 

according to standard ™J» togethe r in table XX 

of l.W. The results are g 

Table II 




.v, first 3 cases, both an 

It is found that, ^ ' Ioduct ,.,>* »' 

el ongation of more than 20 . ^ an earl ng 

, tnn is obtained, toy t 

15 more than 2500 band , £o r the 

ratio of less than 7. On the the ear ing ratio 

is quite substantias 
stamping. 



20 



stamping- ^ tempe rature 

2 : influence of cy 
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For alloys 1050 and 3003 a comparison was made of the 

mechanical characteristics of the cast strips at 

respective cylinder shell temperatures of 

130° (according to the invention) and 70° (outside the 
5 invention) . The results are given in table 3 : 

Table III 



Alloy 


e (mm) 


temp (°) 




R0.2 
(MPa) 


A(%) 




1050 


3 


130 


106 


81 


39 


3159 


1050 


3 


70 


105 


80 


29 


2320 


3003 


3.5 


130 


158 


114 


23 


2622 


3003 


3 


70 


149 


114 


18 


2052 



It is found that a high cylinder shell 
temperature contributes to increasing elongation 
10 without detriment to mechanical resistance. 



Example 3 : influence the arc of contact and separating 
force on earing ratio 

The earing ratio was measured on strips cast to 
15 different thicknesses with different separating forces 
and arcs of contact of different lengths. The results 
are grouped together in table IV. 



Table IV 



Alloy 


e mm 


Force 
t/m 


300+2000/e 
t/m 


Arc of 
oontaot mm 


Earing 
ratio 


8006 


3.1 


867 


943 


45 


2.8 


3003 


3.0 


937 


967 


45 


3.2 


8006 


3.2 


867 


925 


45 


3.2 


8006 


3.1 


833 


945 


45 


2.4 


3005 


3.0 


567 


967 


45 


I- 5 
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300o 


9 1 S 
Z . JO 


833 


1151 


45 


1.7 


1050 




727 


1326 


45.5 


6.3 


i n> c o 
1050 


1 7 


1 67 


1476 


45.5 


6.7 


•1 A C A 

1050 


a n 


^ _J VJ 


800 


52 


4.7 


1050 


9 n 


99 0 


967 


52 


6.0 


1 A C A 

1050 


O . -L 


1253 


945 


70 


8.5 


1 a r r\ 

1050 


J) . O 


720 


871 


53 


4 


8011 






813 


57 


9.0 


1200 


A 1 R 


780 


782 


58 


6.5 


1200 


A 1 R 

ft . J- O 


7 69 


782 


58 


5.4 


1200 




1 055 


856 


62 


8 . 8 


8011 


o . o 


1440 

1 T T v 


826 


55 


7.5 


8011 


3 . 7 


1 44 u 


P A 1 
O 44 -L 


56 


8 . 2 


1200 


3.0 


1230 


967 


55 


12 


8011 


3.8 


1104 


826 


57 


7.6 


8011 


3.35 


850 


901 


56 


5.2 


8011 


3.55 


979 


862 


56 


9.5 


8011 


3.65 


925 


849 


57 


9.6 



10 



It is found that there is no correlation between 
the cast thickness and the earing ratio, but that high 
earing ratios (> 7) correspond to high forces (> 300 + 
2000/e) and/or high arcs of contact (> 56 mm) . 
Example 4 : mechanical characteristics after 

enamelling and PTFE coating 

For the different alloys of the invention 
measurements were made of the mechanical 
characteristics at as-cast state, after anti-adhesive 
PTFE coating comprising resin polymerisation annealing 
at 420°C and after enamelling comprising an enamelling 
annealing at 560 °C. The results after heat treatment 
were compared with those obtained with alloys 4006 and 
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4 0 07 which underwent conventional processing, and which 
are the alloys with the highest performance used for 
the production of enamelled or PTFE coated cooking 
utensils. The results are given in table V : 

Table V 







Crude cast 


After PTFE 
coating 


ens 


\f ter 
imelli 


ng 


All 


e 

mm 


MPa 


R0.2 
MPa 


A 
% 


Rm 
MPa 


R<5 .2 

MPa 


A 
% 


Rm 

MPa 


Ro.2 

MPa 


A 

% 


3003 


3.0 


158 


114 


22 


154 


110 


23 


148 


105 


26 


3003 


3.5 


181 


141 


17 


173 


136 


20 


156 


111 


25 


8006 


3.1 


166 


118 


25 


151 


108 


27 


132 


85 


32 


8011 


3.9 


156 


112 


23 


139 


75 


28 


125 


36 


36 


1200 


3 . 0 


121 


93 


32 


100 


64 


34 


80 


20 


50 


4006 










120 


55 


48 


142 


59 


42 


4007 










161 


68 


30 


173 


76 


26 



It is found that after PTFE coating, the alloys 
with lesser alloying content 1200, 8006 and 8011 made 
with continuous casting according to the invention 
still show a yield strength that is comparable with 
that of alloys 4006 and 4007 specially designed for 
their resistance to high temperatures. After 
enamelling, alloy 3003 according to the invention shows 
a much higher yield strength than that of alloys 4006 
and 4007 made by conventional casting whereas these 
alloys are specially designed for enamelling. 

Example 5 : work hardening laws 

The work hardening curves were compared of alloys 
1200 and 3003 produced by conventional casting and by 
continuous casting according to the invention, from an 
initial thickness of 3 mm up to final thicknesses 
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reaching 1.25 mm,, that is to say for values e lying 
between 0 and 1. The respective values of the k and n 
coefficients for the curve R0.2 = k s n are given in 
table VI : 



Table VI 



Alloy 


cast 


k 


n 


1200 


invention 


169 


0.13 


1200 


conventional 


105 


0.21 


3003 


invention 


229 


0 . 12 


3003 


conventional 


150 


0.22 



It is found that for the strips of the invention 
in the domain under consideration, k is higher and n is 
lower, which leads to greater work hardening since 

s < 1 and n < 1 . 
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CLAIMS 

1 . Method for producing aluminium alloy strips 
containing! by weight) at least one of elements Fe 
(from 0.15 to 1.5 %) or Mn (from 0.35 to 1.9 %) with : 
Fe + Mn < 2.-5 %, and optionally containing Si (< 
0.8 %), Mg « 0.2 %), Cu « 0.2 %), Cr « 0.2 %), Zn 
(<0.2 %) , other elements < 0.1 % each and 0.3 % in all, 
by continuous twin-roll casting between cooled shrinked 
cylinders to a thickness of between 1 and 5 mm, 
optionally followed by cold rolling, the force applied 
to the rolls during casting, expressed in t per metre 
of strip width, being less than 300 + 2000/e, e being 
the thickness of the cast strip expressed in mm. 

2. Method for producing aluminium alloy strips 
containing (by weight) at least one of elements Fe 
(from 0.15 to 1.5 %) or Mn (from 0.35 to 1.9 %) with Fe 
+ Mn < 2.5 %, and optionally Si < 0.8 %, Mg < 0.2 %, Cu 
<0.2%, Cr<0.2%, Zn<0.2%, other elements < 0.1 % 
each and 0.3 % in all, by continuous twin-roll casting 
between cooled shrinked cylinders, characterised in 
that the heat exchange between the metal and the 
cylinder shells during casting is slowed down such that 
the temperature of the cylinder shells is higher than 
80°C, preferably than 130°C. 

3. Method in accordance with claim 2, 
characterised in that the cylinder shell material has 
poor thermal conductivity. 

4. Method according to any of claims 1 to 3, 
characterised in that the arc of contact between the 
metal and the casting rolls is less than 60 mm, 
preferably less than 56 mm. 
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5. Aluminium alloy strip containing (by weight) 
at least one of elements Fe (from 0.15 to 1.5 %) or Mn 
(from 0.35 to 1.9 %) with Fe + Mn < 2.5 % and 
optionally containing Si (< 0.8 %) , Mg (< 0.2 %) , Cu 
{< 0.2 %) or Zn (< 0.2 %), other elements < 0.1 % each 
and 0.3 % in all, continuous cast to a thickness of 
between 1 and 5 mm, having at the as-cast state a 
product Ro.2 (in MPa) x A (%) greater than 2500. 

6. Strip according to claim 5 having a product 
Ro.2 x A greater than 3000. 

7. Strip according to either of claims 5 or 6 
having a yield strength R 0 . 2 greater than 80 MPa. 

8. Strip according to claim 7 having a yield 
strength R 0 . 2 > 100 MPa. 

9. Strip according to any of claims 5 to 8, 
having an elongation A > 20 %. 

10. Strip in Mn-free alloy according to claim 9 
having an elongation A > 30 %. 

11. Strip according to any of claims 5 to 10, 
having an earing ratio of less than 7. 

12. Strip according to claim 11, having an earing 
ratio of less than 5. 

13. Strip according to any of claims 5 to 12, 
characterized in that the average size of the 
intermetallic particles containing Fe, Mn and/or Si is 
no more than 0.4 jum. 

14. Strip according to any of claims 5 to 13, 
characterized in that the size of at least 90 % of the 
intermetallic particles containing Fe, Mn and/or Si is 

less than 1 jLim. 
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C 



15 Strip in Al-Mn alloy according to any of 
laims 5 to 14 with Fe + Mn > 1.4 % having, after 
enamelling and/or PTFE anti-adhesive coating treatment, 
a yield strength of more than 80 MPa, preferably more 
than 100 MPa. 

16. Strip cold rolled from a strip according to 
any of claims 5 to 15, characterized in that the k and 
n coefficients of the work hardening curve R 0 . 2 = k s n , 
in which s=(2/V3)l e (initial thickness/ final thickness) 
are such that k > 150 and n < 0.20. 

17. Strip according to claim 16, characterized in 
that n < 0.15. 

18. Enamelled and/or PTFE anti-adhesive coated 
cooking utensil produced from strips according to any 
of claims 5 to 17. 

19. Lacquered or varnished strip according to any 
of claims 5 to 17. 
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ABSTRACT 



METHOD FOR MAKING ALUMINIUM ALLOY STRIPS 
BY CONTINUOUS THIN GAUGE TWIN-ROLL CASTING 

The invention concerns a method for making aluminium 
alloy strips containing (by weight) at least 0.15 to 
1.5 % Fe and/or 0.35 to 1.9 % Mn, with Fe + Mn < 2.5 % 
and optionally Si < 0.8 %, Mg < 0.2 %, Cu < 0.2 %, Cr < 
0.2 %, Zn < 0.2 %, and other elements each < 0.1 % and 
< 0 .3 % in all, by continuous casting between two 
cylinders cooled and shrinked to a thickness ranging 
between 1 and 5 mm, the force applied to the cylinders 
during casting, expressed in tonnes per meter of strip 
width, being less than 300 + 2000/e, e being the cast 
strip thickness in mm. The invention also concerns 
strips in alloy of the same composition, twin-roll cast 
between 1 and 5 mm thick and having a product R0.2 (MPa) 
x A (%) greater than 2500, and preferably than 3000. 
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